WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A beauty analysis method, comprising: 

storing in a data structure a plurality of questions related to beauty; 

enabling a subject to access a system for presenting at least some of the 
plurality of questions to the subject; 

presenting to the subject directions for conducting at least one physical self- 
test; 

instructing the subject on how to furnish information reflecting results of the 
self-test; 

selecting, from the plurality of questions, a subset of questions to be 
presented to the subject, wherein a number of questions contained in the subset and 
identities of questions contained in the subset are a function of the furnished 
information; and 

presenting the subset of questions to the subject. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising causing physical 
transmission to the subject of a package containing materials for conducting the at 
least one self-test. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the package further contains at least 
one of an image capture device and a driver for an image capture device, and 
wherein the method further comprises encouraging the subject to conduct an auto- 
evaluation using the image capture device. 
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4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the system includes a network, and 
wherein the at least some of the plurality of questions are stored at a location remote 
from a location of the subject. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein enabling a subject to access a system 
includes providing the subject with software configured to run on the subject's 
computer. 

6. The method of claim 2, wherein the materials include at least one of a 
pH indicator, sebutape, and a corneodisque indicator. 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein presenting directions for conducting at 
least one physical self-test includes at least one of transmitting instructions to the 
subject over a network, providing instructions to the subject in the form of software, 
and providing instructions to the subject in hard-copy form. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein instructing the subject on how to 
furnish information reflecting results of the self-test includes directing the subject on 
how to interpret the results of the self-test and directing the subject on how to 
provide the interpreted results to at least one of a client-based processor and a 
network-based processor. 

9. The method of claim 1 , wherein selecting a subset of questions 
includes providing at least one of a client-based algorithm and a server-based 
algorithm for narrowing the plurality of questions to the subset of questions as a 
function of the information reflecting results of the self-test. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, wherein the algorithm is based on artificial 
intelligence. 
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1 1 . The method of claims 9, further comprising maintaining in a data base, 
beauty information on a plurality of individuals, and wherein the algorithm narrows 
the plurality of questions to the subset of questions by comparing subject provided 
information with information in the data base. 

12. The method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving a response from 
the subject to the subset of questions, and prescribing at least one beauty product to 
the subject as a function of at least one of the self test information and at least some 
of the responses to the subset of questions. 

1 3. A beauty analysis method, comprising: 

storing in a data structure a plurality of questions related to beauty; 

enabling a subject to access a system for presenting at least some of the 
plurality of questions to the subject; 

presenting at least a first question subset from the plurality of questions to the 
subject; 

receiving a first response set to the first question subset; 

identifying, as a function of the first response set, at least one physical self- 
test to be conducted by the subject; 

presenting directions for conducting the at least one physical self-test to the 
subject; 

instructing the subject on how to furnish information reflecting results of the 
physical self-test; 
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identifying a second question subset chosen from the plurality of questions, 
wherein a make-up of the second question subset is at least partially a function of 
the furnished information; 

presenting the second question subset to the subject; 

receiving a second response set to the second question subset; and 

prescribing at least one beauty product to the subject as a function of the first 
response set, the second response set, and the information reflecting results of the 
physical self-test. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising physically transmitting to 
the subject a package containing materials for conducting the at least one physical 
self-test. 

1 5. The method of claim 14, wherein the package further contains at least 
one of an image capture device and a driver for an image capture device, and 
wherein the method further comprises encouraging the subject to conduct an auto- 
evaluation using the image capture device. 

1 6. The method of claim 13, wherein the system includes a network, and 
wherein the at least some of the plurality of questions are stored at a location remote 
from a location of the subject. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 3, wherein enabling a subject to access a 
system includes providing the subject with client-side software. 

18. The method of claim 14, wherein the materials include at least one of a 
pH indicator, sebutape, and a corneodisque indicator. 
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1 9. The method of claim 1 3, wherein presenting directions for conducting 
at least one physical self-test includes at least one of transmitting instructions to the 
subject over a network, providing instructions to the subject in the form of software, 
and providing instructions to the subject in hard-copy form. 

20. The method of claim 13, wherein instructing the subject on how to 
furnish information reflecting results of the self-test includes directing the subject on 
how to interpret the results of the self-test and directing the subject on how to 
provide the interpreted results to at least one of a client-based processor and a 
network-based processor. 

21 . The method of claim 13, wherein identifying, as a function of the first 
response set, at least one physical self-test to be conducted by the subject, is 
accomplished using a selection algorithm. 

22. The method of claim 1 3, wherein at least one of identifying a second 
question subset and prescribing a beauty product is accomplished using a selection 
algorithm. 

23. The method of claim 21 , wherein the selection algorithm employs 
artificial intelligence. 

24. The method of claims 23, further comprising maintaining in a data 
base, beauty information on a plurality of individuals, and wherein the algorithm 
compares information about the subject with information in the data base. 

25. A beauty analysis system, comprising: 

means for storing a plurality of questions related to beauty; 
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means for enabling a subject to access a system for presenting at least some 
of the plurality of questions to the subject; 

means for presenting directions for conducting at least one physical self-test 
to the subject; 

means for instructing the subject on how to furnish information reflecting 
results of the self-test; 

means for selecting, from the plurality of questions, a subset of questions to 
be presented to the subject, wherein a number of questions contained in the subset 
and identities of questions contained in the subset are a function of the furnished 
information; and 

means for presenting the subset of questions to the subject. 

26. The system of claim 25, further comprising means for causing physical 
transmission to the subject of a package containing materials for conducting the at 
least one self-test. 

27. The system of claim 26, wherein the package further contains at least 
one of an image capture device and a driver for an image capture device, and 
wherein the system further comprises means for encouraging the subject to conduct 
an auto-evaluation using the image capture device. 

28. The system of claim 25, wherein the system for presenting questions 
includes a network, and wherein the at least some of the plurality of questions are 
stored at a location remote from a location of the subject. 



246664-1 



58 



29. The system of claim 25, wherein means for enabling a subject to 
access a system includes means for providing the subject with software configured 
to run on the subject's computer. 

30. The system of claim 26, wherein the materials include at least one of a 
pH indicator, sebutape, and a corneodisque indicator. 

31 . The system of claim 25, wherein means for presenting directions for 
conducting at least one physical self-test includes at least one of means for 
transmitting instructions to the subject over a network, means for providing 
instructions to the subject in the form of software, and means for providing 
instructions to the subject in hard-copy form. 

32. The system of claim 25, wherein means for instructing the subject on 
how to furnish information reflecting results of the self-test includes means for 
directing the subject on how to interpret the results of the self-test and means for 
directing the subject on how to provide the interpreted results to one or more of a 
client-based processor and a network-based processor. 

33. The system of claim 25, wherein means for selecting a subset of 
questions includes at least one of a client-based algorithm and a server-based 
algorithm for narrowing the plurality of questions to the subset of questions as a 
function of the information reflecting results of the self-test. 

34. The system of claim 33, wherein the algorithm is based on artificial 
intelligence. 

35. The system of claims 33, further comprising means for maintaining in a 
data base, beauty information on a plurality of individuals, and wherein the algorithm 
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narrows the plurality of questions to the subset of questions by comparing subject 
provided information with information in the data base. 

36. The system of claim 25, further comprising means for receiving a 
response from the subject to the subset of questions, and means for prescribing at 
least one beauty product to the subject as a function of at least one of the self test 
information and at least some of the responses to the subset of questions. 

37. A beauty analysis system, comprising: 

means for storing in a data structure a plurality of questions related to beauty; 

means for enabling a subject to access a system for presenting at least some 
of the plurality of questions to the subject; 

means for presenting at least a first question subset from the plurality of 
questions to the subject; 

means for receiving a first response set to the first question subset; 

means for identifying, as a function of the first response set, at least one 
physical self-test to be conducted by the subject; 

means for presenting directions for conducting the at least one physical self- 
test to the subject; 

means for instructing the subject on how to furnish information reflecting 
results of the physical self-test; 

means for identifying a second question subset chosen from the plurality of 
questions, wherein a make-up of the second question subset is at least partially a 
function of the furnished information; 

means for presenting the second question subset to the subject; 
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means for receiving a second response set to the second question subset; 

and 

means for prescribing at least one beauty product to the subject as a function 
of the first response set, the second response set, and the information reflecting 
results of the physical self-test. 

38. The system of claim 37, further comprising means for physically 
transmitting to the subject a package containing materials for conducting the at least 
one physical self-test. 

39. The system of claim 38, wherein the package further contains at least 
one of an image capture device and a driver for an image capture device, and 
wherein the method further comprises encouraging the subject to conduct an auto- 
evaluation using the image capture device. 

40. The system of claim 37, wherein the system for presenting includes a 
network, and wherein the at least some of the plurality of questions are stored at a 
location remote from a location of the subject. 

41 . The system of claim 37, wherein means for enabling a subject to 
access a system includes means for providing the subject with client-side software. 

42. The system of claim 38, wherein the materials include at least one of a 
pH indicator, sebutape, and a corneodisque indicator. 

43. The system of claim 37, wherein means for presenting directions for 
conducting at least one physical self-test includes at least one of means for 
transmitting instructions to the subject over a network, means for providing 
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instructions to the subject in the form of software, and means for providing 
instructions to the subject in hard-copy form. 

44. The system of claim 37, wherein means for instructing the subject on 
how to furnish information reflecting results of the self-test includes means for 
directing the subject on how to interpret the results of the self-test and means for 
directing the subject on how to provide the interpreted results to one or more of a 
client-based processor and a network-based processor. 

45. The system of claim 37, wherein means for identifying, as a function of 
the first response set, at least one physical self-test to be conducted by the subject, 
is accomplished using a selection algorithm. 

46. The system of claim 37, wherein at least one of means for identifying a 
second question subset and means for prescribing a beauty product is accomplished 
using a selection algorithm. 

47. The system of claim 46, wherein the selection algorithm employs 
artificial intelligence. 

48. The system of claims 47, further comprising means for maintaining in a 
data base, beauty information on a plurality of individuals, and wherein the algorithm 
compares information about the subject with information in the data base. 

49. A computer program product for performing a beauty analysis, the 
computer program product comprising computer-readable media having computer- 
readable code, the computer program product comprising the following computer- 
readable program code for effecting actions in a computing platform: 
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program code for storing in a data structure a plurality of questions related to 
beauty; 

program code for enabling a subject to access a system for presenting at 
least some of the plurality of questions to the subject; 

program code for presenting directions for conducting at least one physical 
self-test to the subject; 

program code for instructing the subject on how to furnish information 
reflecting results of the self-test; 

program code for selecting, from the plurality of questions, a subset of 
questions to be presented to the subject, wherein a number of questions contained 
in the subset and identities of questions contained in the subset are a function of the 
furnished information; and 

program code for presenting the subset of questions to the subject. 

50. The computer program product of claim 49, further comprising program 
code for causing physical transmission to the subject of a package containing 
materials for conducting the at least one self-test. 

51 . The computer program product of claim 49, wherein program code for 
enabling a subject to access a system includes program code configured to run on 
the subjects computer. 

52. The computer program product of claim 49, wherein program code for 
presenting directions for conducting at least one physical self-test includes at least 
one of program code for transmitting instructions to the subject over a network, 
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program code for providing instructions to the subject in the form of software, and 
program code for providing instructions to the subject in hard-copy form. 

53. The computer program product of claim 49, wherein program code for 
instructing the subject on how to furnish information reflecting results of the self-test 
includes program code for directing the subject on how to interpret the results of the 
self-test and program code for directing the subject on how to provide the interpreted 
results to one or more of a client-based processor and a network-based processor. 

54. The computer program product of claim 49, wherein program code for 
selecting a subset of questions includes program code for at least one of a client- 
based algorithm and a server-based algorithm for narrowing the plurality of 
questions to the subset of questions as a function of the information reflecting results 
of the self-test. 

55. The computer program product of claim 54, wherein the program code 
is based on artificial intelligence. 

56. The computer program product of claims 54, further comprising 
program code for maintaining in a data base, beauty information on a plurality of 
individuals, and wherein the program code narrows the plurality of questions to the 
subset of questions by comparing subject provided information with information in 
the data base. 

57. The computer program product of claim 49, further comprising program 
code for receiving a response from the subject to the subset of questions, and 
program code for prescribing at least one beauty product to the subject as a function 
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of at least one of the self test information and at least some of the responses to the 
subset of questions. 

58. A computer program product for performing a beauty analysis, the 
computer program product comprising computer-readable media having computer- 
readable code, the computer program product comprising the following computer- 
readable program code for effecting actions in a computing platform: 

program code for storing in a data structure a plurality of questions related to 
beauty; 

program code for enabling a subject to access a system for presenting at 
least some of the plurality of questions to the subject; 

program code for presenting at least a first question subset from the plurality 
of questions to the subject; 

program code for receiving a first response set to the first question subset; 

program code for identifying, as a function of the first response set, at least 
one physical self-test to be conducted by the subject; 

program code for presenting directions for conducting the at least one 
physical self-test to the subject; 

program code for instructing the subject on how to furnish information 
reflecting results of the physical self-test; 

program code for identifying a second question subset chosen from the 
plurality of questions, wherein a make-up of the second question subset is at least 
partially a function of the furnished information; 

program code for presenting the second question subset to the subject; 
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program code for receiving a second response set to the second question 
subset; and 

program code for prescribing at least one beauty product to the subject as a 
function of the first response set, the second response set, and the information 
reflecting results of the physical self-test. 

59. The computer program product of claim 58, further comprising program 
code for physically transmitting to the subject a package containing materials for 
conducting the at least one physical self-test. 

60. The computer program product of claim 58, wherein program code for 
presenting directions for conducting at least one physical self-test includes at least 
one of program code for transmitting instructions to the subject over a network, 
program code for providing instructions to the subject in the form of software, and 
program code for providing instructions to the subject in hard-copy form. 

61 . The computer program product of claim 58, wherein instructing the 
subject on how to furnish information reflecting results of the self-test includes 
directing the subject on how to interpret the results of the self-test and directing the 
subject on how to provide the interpreted results to one or more of a client-based 
processor and a network-based processor. 

62. The computer program product of claim 58, wherein program code for 
identifying, as a function of the first response set, at least one physical self-test to be 
conducted by the subject, is accomplished using a selection algorithm. 
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63. The computer program product of claim 58, wherein at least one of 
program code for identifying a second question subset and program code for 
prescribing a beauty product is accomplished using a selection algorithm. 

64. The computer program product of claim 63, wherein the selection 
algorithm employs artificial intelligence. 

65. The computer program product of claim 64, further comprising program 
code for maintaining in a data base, beauty information on a plurality of individuals, 
and wherein the algorithm compares information about the subject with information 
in the data base. 

66. The method of claim 22, wherein the selection algorithm employs 
artificial intelligence. 

67. The system of claim 45, wherein the selection algorithm employs 
artificial intelligence. 

68. A beauty analysis method, comprising: 

accessing a data structure containing a plurality of questions; 

presenting to a subject at least one of the plurality of questions; 

receiving at least one answer to the at least one question; 

based on the received at least one answer, identifying at least one physical 
test to be conducted on the subject, the test providing results relating to a beauty 
analysis; and 

instructing the subject to perform the test. 

69. The method of claim 68, further comprising receiving 
information reflective of the results of the test. 
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70. The method of claim 69, further comprising, based on the information, 
selecting at least one additional question from the plurality of questions for 
presentation to the subject. 

71 . The method of claim 69, wherein receiving information includes 
receiving the information via a network. 

72. The method of claim 68, wherein at least a portion of the data structure 
is located at a location remote from the subject. 

73. A beauty analysis method, comprising: 

presenting to a subject directions for conducting at least one physical self- 
test; 

receiving information reflecting results of the test; 

selecting, from a plurality of questions stored in a data structure, at least one 
question to be presented to the subject, wherein the selecting of at least one 
question is a function of the received information; and 

presenting the at least one selected question to the subject. 

74. The method of claim 73, wherein receiving information includes 
receiving the information via a network. 

75. The method of claim 73, wherein at least a portion of the data structure 
is located at a location remote from the subject. 

76. A beauty analysis method, comprising: 
presenting at least one question to a subject; 
receiving a response to the at least one question; 
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identifying, as a function of the response, at least one physical self-test to be 
conducted by the subject; 

presenting directions for conducting the at least one physical self-test to the 
subject; 

receiving information reflecting results of the physical self-test; and 
prescribing at least one beauty product to the subject as a function of at least 
the information reflecting results of the physical self-test. 

77. The method of claim 76, wherein receiving information includes 
receiving the information via a network. 

78. The method of claim 76, wherein the at least one question is stored in 
at least a portion of the data structure located at a location remote from the subject. 
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